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NEWS RELEASE
SOROS TO JOIN INTERNATIONAL PANEL OF EXPERTS
PLANNING FOR NEXT DAYTON PEACE ACCORDS CONFERENCE
DAYTON, Ohio- In addition to receiving the 2002 Dayton Peace Prize during his June
8-9 trip to Dayton, George Soros will join other international experts in a planning workshop for
an autumn international conference on Balkan stability and development.
He will bring a wealth of knowledge to the conversation, say organizers.
Soros, the internationally recognized financier, is the founder of the Open Society
Institute and the Soros Foundation network that is active in 50 countries. Based primarily in
Central and Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union, the Soros Foundation network spent
$494 million in 2000 to support projects in education, public health and civil society
development. Soros has an intense interest in the Balkans and provided $50 million to Sarajevo
during the war.
"This is the most important private individual in the world investing in peace and
stability, and he is the only person doing it on the scale he's doing it," said R. Bruce Hitchner,
chair of the Dayton Peace Accords Project and director of the Center for International Programs
at the University of Dayton.
Planning for "From Fatigue to Revitalization: Setting a Long-Term Agenda for Balkan
Stability and Development" will take place from 8 to 10 a.m. Sunday, June 9, in Joseph E. Keller
Hall at UD. The conference will be the seventh sponsored by the Dayton Peace Accords Project,
formed after Dayton served as the site for the negotiations that brought an end to the war in
Bosnia.
Joining Soros and Hitchner will be Ambassador Jacques Klein, special representative of
the UN secretary general and coordinator of the UN operations in Bosnia and Herzegovina; U.S.
Rep. Tony Hall; Ambassador Igor Davidovic and Sven Alkalaj of the embassy of Bosnia and
..
Herzegovina; Deborah Amos of ABC News; Roy Gutman of Newsweek, winner of a Pulitzer
Prize for his coverage of war crimes in Bosnia; Hans Neumann, first secretary of the German
embassy in Washington, D.C.; and additional experts.
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"There are a host of issues in the Balkans yet to be settled. Our plan is to put in place an
agenda for Balkan policy makers, regional leaders, key nongovernmental organizations and
other experts that will move the region more effectively into Europe and Atlantic Alliance/'
Hitchner said. "There are current problems - resolving the final statuses of Kosovo and Serbia
Montenegro, moving Bosnia and Herzegovina to self-governance and securing the peace in
Macedonia, for example. And there are longer-term issues such as achieving regional economic
development that will lead to integrating Southeast Europe into the European Union and
establishing security ties with the UN.
"In the workshop here at UD, experts will help define the final form of the international

conference/' Hitchner said. "George Soros is going to be able to provide valuable insight and
direction as we shape the agenda."
On Saturday, June 8, Soros will receive the 2002 Dayton Peace Prize in a ceremony at the
United States Air Force Museum at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base. Underwritten by
LexisNexis, the events honoring Soros will recognize him for his vision, commitment and
courage in building civil society under stress through his commitments to human rights,
education, media, public health, legal efforts and reform around the globe.
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bruce.hitchner@notes. udayton.edu.

